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"But we can, among the three of us, make our selection of th
prospective Ministers." Saionji smiled at them.

Kara, moving nearer to the host, cheerfully asked: "So, Chief, yoi
have some reliable information and have made up your mind. Matsuda
san, is it not wonderful that the Seiyukai Party banner will once mor
fly in the happy morning sun?"

Still calm, Saionji continued: "In the last Cabinet I had to hav<
some men of the Genros' choice and recommendation, but this tim<
we can do the selecting of Ministers."

"It couldn't be better.'* Kara was jubilant.

"I believe you have already some men in mind."

"Huh, besides you two, I want to have more party Ministers. Anc
I want an expert for the Treasury post."

Approvingly, Matsuda said: "That's a new approach and a wise
one."

"Huh, I have another novel idea. What do you think of this? Ill
invite a non-Sat-cho General to head the War Department and Ad-
miral Saito to lead the Navy Department."

"H'xn, for the first time the Choshu domination in the War Depart-
ment will be broken." Hara was enthusiastic.

"But, we've got to be careful not to incur the ire of Field Marshal

Saionji grinned at Matsuda and kept on: "And also, I'd like to in-
troduce a new spirit in the Foreign Office, where in the past men of
European background, that is, our former envoys to European Capi-
tals, were installed as Ministers."

"Whom are you going to invite, Marquis?"

"Uchida Kosai, our Ambassador to the United States*"

"How about the War Minister? Whom have you in mind?" Hara
was eager to learn everything immediately.

"Huh, General Ishimoto Shinroku of Himeji. I'm almost certain
I can get him because Field Marshal Yamagata some time ago greatly
praised the Lieutenant General; so I'll ask Yamagata to help me draft
his favorite follower. He couldn't possibly go back on his own word"

Saionji turned to Matsuda once more. "Matsuda-san, do you remem-
ber a young sous-lieutenant we met in Paris in 1874 or 5, attending the
French Military Academy? Huh, you do? That's General Ishimoto,"

"Well, after all you have everything worked out a step ahead of
us. In the meantime, however, what are you going to do?"